CHINA
THE  CHINESE
as a nation, has been, and is, lack of means of inter-communication. Railways are but in their infancy. In fact, in all the vast country there are in operation barely 7,000 miles of railways. The English Great Western system alone comprises 6,700 miles. Further con-
ENGINE   AND   CHAUFFEUR   TOO Wheelbarrows are the cabs of the Chinese,  and are not  uncomfortable vehicles for-a short journey.   As a rule the seats are covered with red cloths, but the wheelbarrow-men substitute blue cloths  on  occasions of national mourning  as  formerly,  for example, the death of the Emperor.   Actuated by the same punctilio, European drivers put a crape bow on their whip '                Photo, Maynard Owen Williams
stniction in the near future upon any adequate scale is very problematical.
The waterways form the great media of transit in China: the two mighty rivers, Yang-tse-Kiang and Hwang-ho, the Grand Canal, and lesser waterways. For close upon 600 miles from its mouth a battleship can steam up the Yang-tse
to Hankau. For a further 1,600 miles the river is navigable for small river steamers. The Grand Canal, joining Hang-chow and Tientsin and passing through four provinces, is about b'5o miles in length.
It was not until 1896 that, by imperial
_________,    decree,   an " all-China
national post office was : created. From that date this government department has gradually been extended and developed, and its increasing success may be attributed in great measure to the exercise of foreign advice and administration.
By far the most widespread occupation of the Chinese is agriculture. Small holdings and tiny farms cover the face of the country, and there is very little of the land that is not under cultivation. And in nothing is the genius of the Chinese more apparent. During the seasons when land-work is possible the story is of one long, grim struggle against heavy odds in the stubborn, difficult soil, the spells of drought, the numbing effect of poverty, But cheeriest of souls, ever looking to the bright side, somehow or other your Chinese wins through. It's dogged as does it. His economy of means and method is astonishing. With a prehistoric hand-plough and a primitive hoe he will secure results which many fanner with his modern might envy. Nothing is
a  Western implements
left to chance. But with the Chinese genius is something more than the capacity for taking infinite pains. He seems to possess some natural spiritual affinity with the soil which causes tbe earth to throb responsive to his lightest
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